


• According to our 2023 consumer survey, most customers ranked table games and casual  
full-service restaurants above hotel. 

• Our commitment to Yonkers is to bring what the community values most—a place  
to host events.

Our decision to prioritize the Entertainment Venue rather than a small to mid-size regional hotel is an 
intentional effort to attract the widest range of new visitation to Yonkers and Westchester County, spurring  
local spending and repatriating gaming and non-gaming tax dollars to New York. 

In regional casino markets, the Casino Marketing team uses hotel room nights as a promotional tool to drive 
visitation during off-peak times and as loyalty benefit to qualifying gaming guests. During peak times on the 
weekends or during events, the room supply is heavily limited for non-gaming guests. Because gaming guests 
inevitably occupy the majority of room nights, regional casino hotels create little incremental visitation into 
the market. On the other hand, an entertainment venue will generate new economic activity by hosting events 
otherwise not occurring in the market. Those events will bring a unique set of time-bound visitation that would 
not have otherwise found their way to MGM Empire City and Yonkers on that evening. In our experience, 
entertainment events pull attendees from a much wider distance so the Entertainment Venue may generate 
hotel demand that can then be pushed to existing hotels within Yonkers and Westchester County. 

Capturing In-Market Demand
Currently, Empire City has facilitated discounted stays at nearby hotels as well as transportation to-and-from 
said hotels, including the local Marriott, Residence Inn, and Spring Hill Suites. In MGM Yonkers’ current state, 
casino guests may occasionally be offered complimentary hotel rooms at a local hotel.

MGM Yonkers intends to pursue partnerships with existing in-market hotels so that any increased demand for 
room nights will be effectively absorbed by the community’s existing hotel supply. This strategy is welcomed 
by the Westchester County Hotel Association who stated in a letter of support for MGM Empire City that, 
“Westchester hotels are well-positioned to support any overnight stays driven by visitation to the new  
amenities planned by MGM Resorts.” The full letter of support is available in EvalLoc4.MGM.Communities. 

There are approximately 1,500 hotel rooms across a variety of hotel brands within 7 miles of Empire City 
Casino, some of which include spas, pools, and shuttle service. This diversity of brand and offerings is a benefit 
to the MGM Empire City guest, who can plan their stay based on their preferred hotel loyalty programs. 

MGM Collection with Marriott Bonvoy

On July 17, 2023, MGM Resorts International and 
Marriott International Inc. announced an exclusive 
long-term strategic licensing agreement, creating 
the MGM Collection with Marriott Bonvoy. The 
agreement between MGM Resorts and Marriott will 
unlock significant benefits and experiences for members of both companies’ loyalty programs. Members of 
MGM Rewards, MGM Resorts’ acclaimed loyalty platform with more than  members globally, will 
be eligible to link accounts with Marriott Bonvoy and receive certain benefits at Marriott Bonvoy’s global 
portfolio of more than 8,500 properties. Members of Marriott Bonvoy, Marriott’s award-winning loyalty 
platform with over 180 million members globally, will be able to earn and redeem points for stays at all 
MGM Collection with Marriott Bonvoy properties. Members of both programs will also be able to exchange 
MGM Rewards points for Marriott Bonvoy points and vice versa resulting in local stays around the property. 
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CRE ATING A SPACE FOR COMMUNIT Y E VENTS
Currently, the City of Yonkers lacks the facilities to 
properly celebrate milestone occasions, including 
those most important to the fabric of a community 
like high school graduations. Throughout our years of 
outreach and conversations, we have consistently heard 
expressed a desire to find a home for these events 
within Yonkers. 

With this request in mind, the reimagined MGM Empire 
City will include meeting space that divides into two 
main sections with the use of an air wall. Adjacent 
to the Entertainment Venue, this proposed space 
will encompass approximately 7,100 square feet of 
meeting space and an additional 2,200 square feet of 
prefunction space. MGM Yonkers’ meeting rooms will 
feature carpeted space for a variety of events such as 
banquets and business meetings. The meeting spaces 
will feature a neutral, sophisticated palette suitable for a 
wide variety of events and will align with MGM Resorts’ 
operational brand standards.

The following table shows the capacity of the meeting rooms by seating layout type:

TYPES OF SEATING ARRANGEMENT AND PEOPLE ACCOMMODATED

Square Feet Theater Classroom
Rounds  
of 10

Reception
Hollow 
Square

Meeting Rooms 7,100 694 408 468 514 N/A

Meeting Space A 3,550 321 188 216 238 98

Meeting Space B 3,550 321 188 216 238 98

Meeting Rooms Pre-Function 2,200

Note: Above capacity is illustrative and based on other MGM Resorts’ properties with similarly sized meeting space.

MGM Rewards members earn points on all eligible spending for hotels, food and beverage, and gaming at 
any MGM Resorts property. This will remain true for MGM Empire City as well. As allowed per the terms 
of the MGM Collection with Marriott Bonvoy agreement, guests will be able to exchange these points for 
Marriott Bonvoy points that can be redeemed for future Marriott experiences such as property hotel stays and/
or Marriott Bonvoy Moments, a program providing members access to unparalleled experiences catered to 
individual personal passions. 

As of March 6, 2024, MGM Rewards and Marriott Bonvoy members are now able to enjoy the benefits of this 
exclusive relationship at over 30 Marriott branded hotels located within twelve miles of MGM Empire City. 
Marriott branded hotels include known brands such as The Ritz-Carlton, St. Regis, JW Marriott, Courtyard by 
Marriott, SpringHill Suites by Marriott, and many more.

As an extension of our long-term strategic licensing agreement between MGM Resorts and Marriott 
International, December 18, 2024 marked the debut of W Las Vegas, the transition of the iconic 1,117-suite 
tower on the Mandalay Bay campus into the globally recognized W Hotels brand. 

Enclosed, please find a letter of support from Marriott International that attests to our strong partnership.

MGM Empire City Meeting Space Rendering
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Layout of MGM Empire City Meeting Rooms (3) located adjacent to Entertainment Venue (4) and near the casino (2). 

MGM Resorts is known for making creative use of spaces and amenities to accommodate both guest and client 
needs. Empire Theater will also be available to use as a venue for meetings, events, community gatherings, 
charity galas, and other types of private events.

For further details, please refer to our response in EvalEconCaliber3.MGM.EntertainmentVenue.

The Entertainment Venue can easily be configured to host a convention meeting or charity dinner. 
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Maximizing Potential in the Future
While MGM Yonkers has not defined the exact timing of future phases of development, we have made good 
faith efforts to ensure our ability to develop a hotel once the market demonstrates a clear need. MGM Yonkers’ 
proposed zoning ordinance to create the Casino Special District and the associated pursuit of zoning approval 
for MGM Empire City accounts for the future possible development of a hotel within the project site. 

A potential on-site hotel may be constructed in the future, in the area between the Entertainment Venue and 
the parking garage. The hotel would include up to approximately 250 guestrooms and be up to 250 feet tall. 
Meeting, banquet and related circulation and back-of-house spaces of up to 36,000 square feet would be 
included as part of the potential future hotel. The below table summarizes the potential future hotel program  
as documented in MGM Yonkers’ Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).

POTENTIAL FUTURE HOTEL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Program Component Size

Guestrooms and AssociatedCorridors 181,000 sq. ft. 

Circulation 3,000 sq. ft. 

Meeting, Banquet and Support Spaces 36,000 sq. ft.

Back of House and Mechanical Areas 45,000 sq. ft. 

Total Hotel Building 265,000 sq. ft. 

Total Keys  Up to 250 Keys

Approximate Height (Ground Floor to Parapet) 250 ft.

For more information, please refer to MGM.ZoningCompliance. 

MGM Empire City Exterior with Hotel Rendering

While an attractive amenity in some markets, we do not anticipate any loss of visitation as a consequence 
of opening without an on-site hotel. MGM Yonkers will ensure MGM Empire City’s amenities are regionally 
competitive and attractive for gaming and non-gaming guests alike. For more detail on how MGM Empire City 
will be differentiated from other regional gaming facilities, please see EvalEconCaliber1.MGM.GamingCaliber 
and EvalEconCaliber6.MGM.CompareAreaFacilities. 
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General Yonkers Region

SUCCEEDING NOW AND MOVING FORWARD 
The reimagined MGM Empire City will bring exciting gaming offerings, a full-scale entertainment calendar, and 
a destination for celebrations in the City of Yonkers. When paired with local hotel partnerships, these added 
amenities create a flexible business model that meets the market’s current opportunities. By including a hotel in 
MGM Empire City’s zoning and SEQRA processes, we create a sustainable business model that will continue to 
evolve as our guest and market demands. 
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Timothy Grisius 
Global Officer, M&A, Business Development 
and Real Estate  
 
 
 

7750 Wisconsin Avenue., Bethesda, MD 20814 
(301) 380-6254 office   
Timothy.Grisius@marriott.com 
 
 

New York Gaming Facility Location Board 
c/o Kristen Buckley 
One Broadway Center 
Schenectady, NY 12301-7500 
 
November 20, 2023 
 
Dear Ms. Buckley: 
 
We are writing in support of MGM Resorts’ application for a commercial casino license for Empire 
City Casino in Yonkers.  
 
Last July, Marriott International and MGM Resorts International announced an exclusive long-term 
strategic licensing agreement and the creation of MGM Collection with Marriott Bonvoy, which will 
launch in early 2024 and encompass 17 of MGM’s unrivaled resorts in Las Vegas and other cities 
across the U.S. This historic agreement brings together two of the most trusted and iconic brands in 
hospitality and entertainment. We, at Marriott, are excited to make MGM Resorts’ incredible properties 
available on Marriott channels, allowing our members to enjoy Marriott Bonvoy benefits when they 
stay at MGM Collection with Marriott Bonvoy resorts. We also look forward to benefiting members of 
both companies’ loyalty programs by allowing them to link accounts and receive select member 
benefits. 
 
During the course of our negotiations and as we now prepare to launch the MGM Collection with 
Marriott Bonvoy early next year, we worked very closely with MGM Resorts and have built a strong 
and productive relationship. We also have experienced first-hand MGM Resorts’ best-in-class hotels 
and casinos, state-of-the-art meetings and conference spaces, incredible live and theatrical 
entertainment experiences, and extensive array of restaurant, nightlife and retail offerings. MGM 
Resorts has quickly established itself as a trusted and reliable strategic partner to Marriott International 
and we look forward to growing our relationship together. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Timothy Grisius 
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